Efficacy of metronidazole and fosfomycin alone and in combination in the treatment of experimentally induced intra-abdominal infections.
A reproducible experimental model of intra-abdominal infection in rats has been worked out in order to simulate intra-abdominal sepsis seen in humans and to test different antimicrobials in the treatment of intra-abdominal infections. This experimental model was used to evaluate the efficacy of metronidazole and fosfomycin alone and in combination in the treatment of intra-abdominal sepsis. Seventy per cent of the untreated animals died within two days. Within seven days, 33% of the animals receiving metronidazole alone, and 40% receiving fosfomycin alone died. Animals treated with metronidazole plus fosfomycin showed a significantly decreased mortality and increased cure rates during the experimental period.